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L. ERIC GREINKE 
It coils its winding train around 
a rough and jagged evergreen, 
its summer skin is left behind 
a fragile remnant of the time 
it baked its packaged muscles here 
on the meadow's heated pathway. 
I came upon it while it slept 
and almost touched it with my foot; 
but it was faster in its fear 
than I in mine. 
The highway too is winding through 
the bird-deserted wind-hurt trees, 
it cannot be a biting snake 
and so it blinds me to a death 
whose biting fangs are silent teeth 
like knives imbedded in my eyes. 
It came upon me while I slept 
and almost touched me with its hand; 
but it was shorter in its reach 
than I in mine. 
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